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Legation of the Kingdom of Yugoslavia in France – Paris, and its archives records
Summary
The Legation in Paris was opened as early as 1879 by the Principality of Serbia,
and its first envoy was Jovan Marinovic. In the Kingdom of Serbs, Croats and Slovenes
the function of the emissary, minister of legation, was continued by the then-envoy of
the Kingdom of Serbia in Paris, Dr. Milenko Vesnic, until May 28, 1921 when he
suddenly died. The new envoy was Dr. Miroslav Spalajkovic, appointed by the decree of
July 10, 1921, and he remained in the post of the emissary for the full 14 years. After his
retirement, Dr. Bozidar Puric was appointed new envoy of the Kingdom of Yugoslavia.
German occupation of northern and western France during the year 1940 and the
formation of government of Marshal Philippe Petain caused the Legation to relocate from
Paris to Vichy. Diplomatic relations between France and Yugoslavia were suspended on
August 15, 1941, and the protection of interests of the Kingdom of Yugoslavia in France
was taken over by the United States of America. They had defended the Yugoslav
interests until July 1942 when the protection of Yugoslav interests in France was taken
over by the French government in Vichy.
Archives records accumulated during the work of this Legation are of great
importance for the assessment of the problems, which had dominated Europe after World
War One. The most important records are to be found in the confidential archives kept for
the period from 1918 to 1928. On the basis of the documents from this fund it is possible
to follow the problems arising from the implementation, respect for and revision of
certain peace agreements concluded with the countries of the Central Powers, on the
frontier alignments of the Kingdom of Serbs, Croats and Slovenes with Albania,
Bulgaria, Rumania, Hungary, Austria and Italy, and in part, on the work of the
Conference of Ambassadors which was continuing the work on some of the issues which
the Peace Conference did not succeed in resolving. The important documents are also the
ones monitoring the problems of the newly-created Kingdom of Serbs, Croats and
Slovenes (repatriation of refugees, students, pupils, protection of prisoners of war in
Germany and their return to the home country, the return of volunteers to America,
repatriation of economic emigrants from America, etc.).

