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Summary
Owing to its particular strategic importance, the Iron Gate (Djerdap) Sector, as a
border zone between Yugoslavia and Romania, was of great significance for these two
countries. Worsening of relations between Yugoslavia and the Soviet Bloc countries,
including Romania, was by all means felt at the Iron Gate as well. Crossings of the border,
provocations involving fire arms, immigrants, propaganda material, were only some of the
features of the conflict at this part of the Danube. A particular kind of hostile acts between
the two counties involved the old Djerdap Administration and Provisional Committee as its
head. Yugoslav officials were either expelled or left Romanian territory of their own will,
and the fate of their Romanian counterparts in Yugoslav territory was the same. The new
Iron Gate Administration, foreseen by the Convention regarding the regime of navigation
on the Danube, was still not established, and the old Iron Gate Administration was no
longer in the position to perform its tasks. Due to the importance of the Danube for the
entire Soviet influence zone, it is no wonder that after the death of J.V. Stalin this very issue
of the Iron Gate started the era of different relations between Yugoslavia and the Soviet
Bloc. Negotiations on establishing the Iron Gate River Administration in April and May of
1953 were of particular importance, both for the two interested countries and in
international relations in general. The Conference, held in turns in Tekija and Orsova, led to
the creation of the last international body that took care of the Iron Gate zone. During its 23
years of operation the Iron Gate landscape was completely changed due to the construction
of the dam with ship locks and the reservoir formation. These changes removed all the
navigations problems present at the Iron Gate, and thus the Administration, no longer
serving its purpose, was terminated by an international agreement in 1976.

